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and there was a loss of more than 2 000,000 in

the population during the seven years 1346-53. Since

1853 the decrease of population has been maintained at

a fluctuating rate, and in the middle of this year the popula-
tion of Ireland was estimated at 4,590 700, being less by
3,704.301 than the estimate for the middle of 1845-forty-
nine years ago. In the decade 1841-51 the decrease of

population was 19 9 percent., and the percantage of decrease
steadily declined in the three following de)ades to 11 5, 6’7,
and 4-4 respectively. In the last completed decade

(1881-91), however, the percentage of decrease showed
a recrudescence to 9’1. The last census report for

Ireland shows that in 1891. there were on an average
4’3 acres to each enumerated inhabitant, including infants
and children, whereas in 1871 and 1881 the proportion was
3.7 and 39 acres respectively. Dr. Grimshaw attributes
this remarkable and constant decline in the Irish popu-
lation to the serious and frequent failure of the potato
crop and to the marked deficiency of manufacturing and
industrial occupations for the people, although he expresses
his opinion that the aggregate wealth of Ireland has con-
siderably increased, notwithstanding the decrease of popu-
lation. 

___

LORD COLERIDGE ON THE ANTITOXIN TREAT-
MENT OF DIPHTHERIA.

A DEPUTATION has waited on the managers of the

Metropolitan Asylums Board to protest against the Board
spending the ratepayers’ money on the antitoxin treatment.
The chief spokesman was Lord Coleridge. He objected to
the use of the new serum chiefly, apparently, on the

ground of cost, reminding the Board that they were a
public body, spending the ratepayers’ money. He did,
indeed, make a point of the youthful age of the patients,
and the fact that they were unable to give assent to

the medical attendants in the treatment. He was not quite
sure, either, that the antitoxin might not have an injurious
effect. Was there ever such a weak argument against an
honest attempt to stay a plague The Metropolitan Asylums
Board does spend the ratepayers’ money ; but if this anti-
toxin treatment turns out to be as useful as it promises to
be it will save the ratepayers’ money immensely by shorten-
ing the duration of the cases. And it may save many lives
which now are lost. Some may die, of course, but many

may be saved and their illnesses be shortened. The Metro-

politan Asylums Board have been spending hundreds of
thousands of pounds annually for years. When before did

we hear of Lord Coleridge and his friends rushing to the relief
of the oppressed ratepayer until now when their own fad is
in question ? The ratepayers will not thank them. As to the

objection that the children cannot assent to the treatment,
when was that assent waited for in dying children-or in
plague-stricken adults, for that matter ? Can Lord Coleridge
not put himself for a moment in the place of the Board, or
rather of its medical officers. called on to face a deadly
disease, and often contracting it ? If he were one of these,
would he not make a loud demand to be supplied with a
remedy so promising ? Has it never occurred to his lordship
to imagine the inequality of a rich man able to command
antitoxin for his child and a poor man with his child in an
isolation hospital denied the supply of antitoxin because it
might add a fragment of a farthing to the rates ? As to the
treatment by antitoxin being yet in the experimental stage,
is that not true of every remedy for this awful disease ? 
Are we simply to let children die without doing our utmost
to save their lives ? Lord Coleridge has done infinite service
to medical science by his protest. It serves as a foil to

set off the motives and the reasoning and the humanity
which are eager to put the poor man’s child on a level with
the rich man’s, even at the risk of a few horses and

the addition of a few farthings to the rates. A few more
such appearances as that of Saturday and the public will see
that such reasoners are destitute alike of common sympathy
and of common sense. 

____

MUZZLE OR MAGIC IN HYDROPHOBIA?

THE preventive treatment of disease is always the most
effectual where it can be carried out, and the Leeds corpora-
tion have done wisely in acting on this principle with regard
to the recent outbreak of hydrophobia in that city. The

muzzling order, with its associated regulations, will accord-
ingly be revived forthwith and will remain in force till

further notice. The excellent results obtained by this mEans
have been so fully explained by ourselves and others in con.
nexion with the prevalence of rabies in the metropolitan
district four years ago that little or nothing remains to add
to the arguments employed in its favour at that time. We

may refer our readers to THE LANCET of April 5th, 1890, for
a brief digest of these. Nothing could have been more satis.
factory or more obvious than the effect of the order upon canice
rabies, and we have clearly shown in the article above referred
to how closely and exactly the regulation fitted the circum-
stances of the case. There can be no question that the
final disappearance of hydrophobia from London and the
surrounding districts by the end of 1890 was mainly attribu-
table to this wise and practical measure. In the face of these
facts the probable result of its renewed application admits of
no reasonable doubt. It is fortunate that the commanding
influence of prevention in the case of hydrophobia is generally
admitted for " popular " trust in means of cure is by no
means particular as to its attachments. During the last

epidemic we directed attention to the very dubious character
of a nostrum exhibited by the chief constable of Clitheroe.
To-day we are introduced to another like adventure in

treatment, the apostle of which is a grocer in Colce. The
" curative " method in this case appears to consist mainly in
dietetic restrictions. It would be idle to discuss the evident
uselessness of such empirical remedies in dealing with the
virulent organisms of rabies.

EPILEPSY AND TYPHOID FEVER.

IN the Revue de M&eacute;decine Dr. Lannois has recorded a case
which illustrates a curious and interesting peculiarity. The
influence of intercurrent ailments upon the frequency or

severity of the attacks in epilepsy has been long recognised,
and the pyrexia has been, at least by some, regarded as
the influential factor in suppressing the fits during acute
illness. Dr. Lannois’ patient was a woman who had suffered
from attacks ever since childhood in consequence of an attack
of infantile hemiplegia. This patient suffered first from an
attack of erysipelas affecting the thigh, and soon after from
an attack of typhoid fever. During the attack of erysipelas
the fits occurred much less frequently than usual; during the
attack of typhoid fever, on the other hand, they took place
much more frequently. Dr. Lannois regards these facts as
suggesting that the modified frequency of the attacks during
acute illness depends, not on the febrile process as such, but
on the nature of the specific poison, which may, on the one
hand, cause an increased frequency of the attacks, or, on the
other, lead to their total or partial suppression for a time.

THE ANTITOXIN TREATMENT OF DIPHTHERIA
ON THE AUSTRIAN RIVIERA.

UKDBR date Trieste, 7th inst., a correspondent writes :-
" Since my communication on the outbreak of diphtheria on
the Austrian Riviera in October last, the good effects of the
sero-therapy I then recorded have been more than main-
tained. The epidemic is in full defervescence, and to-day the
schools were reopened. At the close of the year, by order


